JOAN    OF    ARC

capital sentence. To call in Joan's party was going too
far. To send to the Pope was going too far in another
sense, the geographical: and why trouble the Pope
when Joan was prepared to go no farther than refer
His Holiness' judgment to her Voices? I The bishop
decided to try what kindly exhortation would do to
soften Joan's obstinacy, and meantime to send Beaupere,
Midi and Jacques de Touraine to Paris to lay his dilemma
before Alma Mater. In a world where facts were slippery,
men unstable and truth elusive, it was good to know
that there was one quiet corner of it where doubt was
unknown and consistency glittered like a jewel.

1 The Chair of Saint Peter was vacant from February to May, but the
fact was not known during most of the trial.
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